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Greetings All!

By now most of you have received our many emails sharing the exciting news about our 2005 DMC Conference. Partnering with CDN (Clinical Directors Network), this year’s conference shall take place at The Kingsmill Resort in Williamsburg, VA from Thursday, November 10th to Sunday, November 13th. 

Our 2005 DMC Conference is entitled, “Oral Health: A Vital Part of Overall Health.”

It seems the more you practice dentistry, especially in the 21st century, the more you are witnessing how the oral cavity is being linked to the function of the rest of the human body. In so many ways, the mouth is the gateway to our understanding of our own immune systems and the many disease processes that take place when the systems operating within our bodies fall out of balance. 
Unlike the last half of the 20th century when the mouth was thought to be disconnected from the rest of the body in terms of influence and stature, today’s evidence-based research is entrenched in the “mouth-body connection,” linking everything from diabetes; cardiovascular disease;  and pre-term low birth weight babies, to bacteria originating in the oral cavity. All of these advances in many ways ironically are really steps verifying earlier abandoned concepts on how diseases of the oral cavity were more directly tied to systemic diseases (Physician William Hunter’s theory of Focal Infection). Call it what you want, “beginner’s luck” or otherwise, but we now have the tools to prove what we once suspected early on…..how important oral health is to overall health.
In this light, our conference will take you through the lifecycles of human existence and each day experts in the field will help you explore how the oral cavity environment influences and is influenced by the other organ systems and processes of the human body. By raising our awareness, making us more astute as observers, improving our skills as listeners, and sharpening our minds as diagnosticians, we shall ultimately be able to better educate our patients, not only on how they can improve their own oral health, but also on how they can lead a healthier lifestyle.
Each phase of life presents many challenges in managing the changes that occur in the development and maintenance of the structures of the oral cavity. Cross-generational transmission of pathogens involved in dental caries and oral diseases, environmental and genetic influences involved in periodontal diseases and chronic inflammation, plus the importance of salivary flow as a pH buffer and conduit in immune function in all phases of life [from infancy to geriatrics] shall be discussed. The more we share our different perspectives on patient management, the better we can coordinate our talents to improve the overall health of our patients. Spread the word to your fellow medical colleagues!
Between four and five hours of continuing education shall be given each day in order to provide ample time to relax with family and friends, network with colleagues, and enjoy the many amenities of the resort and surrounding area. Come join us!
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